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#1 Reason to consider Canada 

 

There are tremendous opportunities in the Canadian construction industry, 

which according to Business Monitor International, isé 

 

éthe most attractive construction industry in the developed world  

 

Canada is posting growth rates in excess of many emerging markets, whilst 

boasting one of the most attractive business environments globally 
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Challenges and Barriers 

How to Get Started in Canada 

 



Key words for Canadian politics: Stability, 

International engagement 
 

Conservative majority government 

 

Robust and growing economy  

 

Strong relations between DK and Canada 

Å Artic issues 

Å International security 

 

Goal of ñmaximum liberalizationò between EU and Canada 

 

 



Canada is one of the largest and fastest growing 

countries 
 

2nd largest country 

35 mill. Inhabitants 

Å 28% British, 23% French, 3,5 % Native 
& 47 % Other  

Å 250.000 immigrants every year (total 
yearly growth ~350.000) 

10 provinces and 3 territories 

Capital: Ottawa 

Largest City: Toronto 

 



ñLimitedò impact by world turmoil 

Strong growth shown in 1st and 2nd quarter 2013  

Growth for 2012 at 2,5%  

Very low risk of European  public cut backs 

Construction, Mining, Oil and Gas are major value drivers 

 
 

 

          Canada  Denmark 

GDP          1,334,143$million (14) 201,702$million (51) 

GDP pr. Capita                      39,171$ (13)   36,443$ (17) 

2011 GDP growth           2,6%   1,1% 

2012 GDP growth            2,5%   0,7% 

Canadian economy is doing well 
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Canadaôs labour market is in good health 



The housing market is also healthy ï maybe to 

healthy ? 



Forbes ranks Canada as #5 country in which to do 

business  



2011 

Rank 
Country 

1 Denmark 

1 New Zealand 

1 Singapore 

4 Finland 

4 Sweden 

6 Canada 

7 Netherlands 

8 Switzerland 

8 Australia 

10 Norway 

2011 

Rank 
Country 

15 Germany 

21 Chile 

22 United States 

25 France 

67 Italy 

69 Brazil 

78 China 

87 India 

98 Mexico 

154 Russia 

Corruption is not an issue 
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Canada is an open economy embracing imports 



Canadian export to Denmark 

Aircrafts 

Fish 

Machines 

Plant- and fruit oils    

 

Danish export to Canada in  

Machines 

Windmills  

Medical products 

Agricultural products 
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Danish export to Canada is healthy  



Current main challenges 
 

CanadaïEU is significantly under-traded when 

compared to other bilateral trade relationships 

 

Most tariffs on traded goods are low 

 

Main exception is tariffs on processed food: 

ü EU exporters faces above 30% tariffs when 

exporting to Canada 

ü Canadian exporters faces above 17% tariffs when 

exporting to EU 

 

Other areas with high tariffs or quotas are: 

ü EU tariffs of 23% on a number of fish and seafood 

products 

ü Canadian tariffs on footwear, textiles and apparel 

of up to 18-20%  

ü Canadian quotas on dairy products with out-of-

quote-tariff rates of 250-350% 

ü Canadian tariff quotas on poultry, eggs, beef, 

wheat, barley and margarine products (avg. 150%) 

 

Latest Canadian free trade offer 
Trade goods: 98,8% of all tariff lines liberalized with 7 

years (97,9% at time of agreement) 

ü 100% of fish and industry products 

ü 93% of processed food and agricultural products 

(Dairy, poultry and eggs still to be non-liberalized)  

 

Services: TBD 

 

 

 

 

 

Latest EU free trade offer 
99,2% of all tariff lines liberalized with 7 years (96,2% at 

time of agreement) 

ü 100% of fish and industry products 

ü 99,4% on processed food 

ü 95,5% of agricultural products 

 

Services: TBD 

 

 

 

 

EU-Canada trade agreement in the making 
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The Canadian building industry. The outperformer 

of the developed market 
 

Canada is the place to be for the construction industry 

 

# of high-rise towers under construction. 

 

New York City (84) + Chicago (19) + 

Boston (15) + Los Angeles (6) + San 

Francisco (5) 

129  

 

 

 

Toronto 

129 (296 planned) 



More action in Toronto than in Asia? 

 

# of highrise towers 



Breakdown of the Canadian construction activities 



49 new projects to the list of Canadaôs biggest 

infrastructure projects added in 2013 
 

é Thatôs double the value of 2012ôs 29 new additions ($60 billion versus $30 

billion) - twice the renewed investment in Canadaôs construction industry  

éexcluding the massive mining, oil, and gas development projects and the 

many commercial buildings  

 

Å $140 billion ï  

is the 2013 value  

of top 100 most  

expensive  

infrastructure  

projects 



Resulting in infrastructure projects across all 

sectors 
 

 



Canadian construction industry is central to the 

Canadian economy 
 

Å More than 10% of GDP and an annual turnover of more than $ 110 bill, 

makes construction one of Canadaôs most influential industries 
 

Å More than 260,000 active 

construction companies, 

totaling more than 1.3 million 

employees. 

 

The most attractive construction 

industry in the developed world 

 

 

 

 



Construction and buildings are becoming greener 

 

Å Green regulations and policies are 

increasingly being put in place 

Å The number of LEED-certified buildings is 

increasing 

Å Surge of activity for retrofitting and updating 

existing buildings 

Å The main environmental pressures are 

concerned with air quality, GHG emissions, 

water quality, urban ecology and solid waste. 



Healthy conditions supporting sustained growth for 

the construction industry 
 

Å Infrastructure projects across Canada led the way as part of government 

response to the financial crisis of 2008 

Å In addition to major transportation and social infrastructure projects, 

massive energy projects valued at more than $43 billion, and record 

investments of nearly $40 billion in oilsands over the past two years, $140 

billion will be invested in new mining projects in Canada from 2012 to 2017  

Å Complementing these projects is a multi-billion dollar expansion and 

redevelopment of office and retail space 



Growth and increased profitability expected at 

least the next 5 years
 

Construction in Canada, and  

particularly in the Toronto area,  

has seen an impressive  

continuous growth of 8%,  

despite global financial setbacks 

 

It is forecast that the construction 

industry will see a rise of 100,000 

workers by 2020 to keep up with 

increased demand  

 



Non-contractor market for building products is also 

growing  

Å The market building materials and do-it-yourself products exclusively for 

smaller projects exceeds 8 billion dollars and is expected to increase 

further in coming years.  

Å The 5 most central building centers cover over 60% of the market for DIY 

and small contractors. 

 

  

http://www.homedepot.ca/
http://www.lowes.com/
http://www.homehardware.ca/en/index.htm


Confidence is reflected in increasing capital 

expenditures 
 

Capital expenditures for construction is increasing in every province.  

During 2012 the CAPEX of 

Alberta exceeded Ontarioôs 

by almost 1 $B mainly due 

to increases in mining, oil 

and gas extraction, utilities, 

and housing. 



Challenges 

Rising energy costs 

 

Labour supply 

 

Increasing competition  

Slimmer margins in some local markets 

Stronger green building codes 

 

Delivery times material 

Accessibility to equipment  
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Growth and challenges create opportunities for 

danish companies 
 

Å High demand for solutions that are able to improve energy effeciency for 

both construction phase and finished buildings 

Å Demand for strengtened knowledge base 

Å High demand for 

building materials, 

equipment and 

machinery 

Å High demand for 

solutions to reduce risk 

and improve project 

planning 

 

 


